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Day/date: Saturday, July 23rd, 2011 

Time: 0900 – 1730 
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Inaugural Session (summary) 

The 7th AGBM of VISION 2020 : The Right to Sight – INDIA was organized on 23rd July 
2011 strides towards 12th Five Year Plan for Control of Blindness at the Hotel Royal 
Cliff, Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh by the local host Khairabad Eye Hospital. At the outset the 
programme was inaugurated by Union Coal Minister Shri Sri Prakash Jaiwal by 
lightening the lamp in , presence of Dr. Hari Om, IAS, District Magistrate, Kanpur; Dr. G. 
V. Rao, Country Director, ORBIS International; Ms Elizabeth Kurian, Regional Director, 
Sightsavers; Dr. Sara Varughese, WHO SEARO and CBM South Asia Regional Office 
(North); Dr. Rajesh Noah, Executive Director, VISION 2020 : The Right to Sight – India 
and Dr. Y. K. Mahendra, CEO, Khairabad Eye Hospital. 

Children from Deaf and Dumb school performed dance on “Sarswati Vandana” (worship 
of goddess of knowledge). Ramu (sight restore surgery performed by KEH) was played 
musical instrument “Dholak” . The movie on story of Ramu was showed as a case 
study. 

Dr. G. V Rao, said there were 12 crore sight-impaired people in India and every year 2 
million people become blind due to cataract and other defects. Dr. Rao said that Vision 
2020 focuses on strengthening the forum for providing proper eye care especially to 
those belonging to economically backward class while addressing the key note address. 

The Union Minister Shri Sri Prakash Jaiswal stated that out of total population of the 
country, 25% people lives below the poverty line and poverty has been one major 
reason for the large number of sight impaired in India. It is hard for the poor people to 
afford expensive eyes treatment as a result they never pay heed towards the health 
problem. Mr. Jaiswal also said that poor become blind on account of illiteracy and of 
course their little awareness leads to various health problems. Despite the fact that our 
country owes better medical facilities and provides the best eye treatment, there is a 
particular section of people who have been deprived of modern technologies, reason 
being poverty and ignorance.  

Addressing the session, Dr. Rajesh Noah said the theme of 12th Five Year Plan was 
laying special emphasis on developing human resource development especially in 
public sector and NGO’s. He also said that special emphasis has to be laid on 
strengthening of medical college.  

Dr. Y. K. Mahendra delivered the vote of thanks to all guests and participants. 
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Please note: The above Presentation are available o n request. Contact: 
info@vision2020india.org
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