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¸Cost-effective Optometry Participation

¸ Examples

ïStatus

ïNext Steps

¸Conclusion
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Key Results 

that will be 

obtained 

through 

participation
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recognition

& development

Well trained 

and 
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Human 
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Development: 
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Registration, Training 

High Quality 
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Services : 
Provision & Development
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¸We are strengthening public health awareness 
& contribution of optometry

¸As
ï individual practitioners

ï institutional professionals

ï schools of optometry

¸ Emphasize school vision screening, cataract 
screening, special children screening, etc.
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Banners Posters
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¸ Other fields include:

¸ Spectacle dispensing
¸ Spread public awareness 

about common eye 
conditions, their treatment 
and the need for regular 
eye check-up 

¸ Timely referral of patients 
where medical/surgical 
intervention is required 

Low Vision Aids, 

assistive vision devices

& rehabilitation

Refraction Contact Lenses

Childhood blindness 

Orthoptics ,

& pre/post op

co-management

Tonometry,

fields,

A-scan etc.
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¸ 1/wk, we detect a new hypertensive

¸1/wk, we detect a new diabetic

¸1/mth, we detect glaucoma 
(3 suspect)

¸1 in 2 yrs, we detect lesions at higher 
centers.
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¸Diagnosing systemic diseases & 
referring integrates optometrist 
with rest of health-care system

¸Hong Kong, Malaysia, Mauritius, 

Philippines, US, UK,Australia, 

Canada are some countries where 

the use of diagnostic drugs is now 

permitted to qualified optometrists 
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¸ Classifies Optometry as an independent 

primary health-care profession

¸ And defines optometrists as 'the primary 

healthcare practitioners of the eye 

and visual system who provide 

comprehensive eye and vision care, which 

includes refraction and dispensing, the 

detection/diagnosis and management of 

diseases in the eye, and the rehabilitation of 

conditions of the visual systemò
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¸Our primary public health 
responsibility is to eliminate 
uncorrected refractive error (URE).

¸ It costs so much less time, money & 
resource to train an optometrist than 
to train an ophthalmologist for non-
medicinal work (e.g. Refraction, 
contact lens, orthoptics etc) 
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¸ Two important aspects of optometry are 

represented through 1 pillar each

¸Optometry:

Indian Optometry Federation (IOF)

¸ Education in optometry

ïASCO 
(Association Of Schools & Colleges Of Optometry)
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In India, a National 

Programme for Control 

of Blindness  (NPCB) 

was started in 1975 

with the motto that  

óOneof the basic 

Human rights is 

the right to 

see,ééò

IOF has adopted a 

single nomenclature 

ñOptometristò 
Applicable for all 2 

years or higher (4,6,11 yr) 

qualifications
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Status 2011

¸ India Vision Institute (IVI) established

¸ PhD scholarship available within India

¸ On our agenda specialties like

ïContact lenses

ïLow & assistive vision devices

ïRehabilitation

ïPaediatric optometry
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¸We require support from VISION 
2020 INDIA Board and its Special 
Invitees to advocate with  the 
Government to form the Council.

¸Meanwhile, in the interim period,   
we are in the process of creating a 
self-regulatory body that will act as 
a council.
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