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Why this effort?

A Finding adults with A Finding children with
blindness and Low Vision Blindness and Low Vision
IS easier. IS extremely difficult.

A Serving adults is less A Service is Costly
costly A Difficult to organise

A Easier torganise A A comprehensive,

A Large scale Service effective service delivery
delivery models for model for children is yet
adults already to be established In
established in India. India.
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Looking at childhood Blindness

A It is not only screening for refractive error and
giving glasses

A Not only doing perfect cataract surgeries
A Not only issuing certificates

A It is about ensuring that all needy children be
able to access the services, go to schools,
naturally grow up with others and be
productive citizens in future.
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Integrated Child Development
Services (ICDS)

A Launched on™® October 1975

ALYRALIFI Qa NBalLkRyasS G2
pre-school education on one hand and
breaking the vicious cycle of malnutrition,

morbidity, reduced learning capacity and
mortality, on the other.

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTT



Objectives

A to improve the nutritional and health status of
children in the ag@roup G6 years;

A to lay the foundation for proper psychological,
physical and social development of the child;

A to reduce the incidence of mortality, morbidity,
malnutrition and school dropout;

A to achieve effective ceprdination of policy and
Implementation amongst the various departments
to promote child development

A to enhance the capability of the mother to look after
the normal health and nutritional needs of the child
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through proper nutrition and health education-yss
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Services

A supplementary nutrition,

A immunization,

A health checkup,

A referral services,

A pre-school norformal education and
A nutrition & health education.




Training ICDS workers
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SarvaSiksha
Aviyan

A Sarva Siksha Aviyan (Universalization of
Elementary Education) is a major educational
drive adopted by Govt. of India in recent
years.

A This is practically an inclusive method of
education for all differently able children.

A Visually challenged children constitute a majo
bulk of them. visio
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Difference from previous studies

A Earlier studies on childhood blindness in India
were basedmainly on Schools for the blind

A Very few of them were community based.

A This study looks at the pattern of blindness
amongst children identified through SSA and
that Is why more representative of the
community.

A Most importantly this study looks at the
service need and effective mode of delivery.
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Aims and Objectives of
the study

T

{ A To screen children
Included in Sav&iksha
Aviyanfor visual
Impairment and other
major eye ailments.

A To find out the causes
of visual impairment
among those children.

A To estimate the service
need for them.
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Patients and Methods Background

A During the year 20090 Sarva Siksha Mission
of West Bengal State, India took up a large
scale project of identifying children with visual
Impairment and help them through provision
of Low Vision devices and corrective surgeries

A Two organizations having the capacity of
providing low vision services were given 10
districts each for this extensive work.
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Study area; Bankura& Koch Bihar
Districts, WB, India

Population profile
(2001 Census)

A Bankura 3192695
A Koch Bihar 2471291
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