organs n inaia. un e oter nang, in the recent past there have been spates of report in the
print and electronic media about a thriving human organ trade in India and the consequential
: exploitation of economically weaker sections of the society. The rules were amended in the year
'2008 vide gazette notification by Government of India [copy enclosed for ready reference].

In this context, all States are requested to constitute a committee under the appropriate
authority of Secretary [Health]/DHS to register all eye banks in the respective States in the
appropriate formats. For UTs, appropriate authority for registration of organ transplant centre
including eye banks is Government of India. Eye donation centre [EDC] would not have any
independent existence and invariable be registered through an eye bank [EB].

While the focus of THOA Amended Rules 2008, is largely on live donor however another
guidelines explicitly relevant to programme with respect to [1] Required Request for organ
donation for "brain dead patients; [2] removal of eyes [cornea] by a trained para-
medics/technician is under active consideration of law ministry after approval from Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare, Government of India. This is for your information.

All States are requested to initiate action for registration of organ transplant centre with in their
respective jurisdiction and this office is initiating actions with regard to organ transplant in UTs in

India.

Thanking you _
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Copy to:-

1. Dr. Rajesh Noah, Executive Director, Vision 2020. The Right to Sight —India .
2. Mr. G. Ganesh, Eye Bank of Association India, 12, BN, Reddy Colony, Road-14, Banjara

Hill, Hyderabad
04



