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continues to be hyper-endemic In many OI ¢ POOrest and mMOST remole rural areas oI AIrca, Asia,
Central & South America, Australia and Middle East. The sequelae of active trachoma appear in young
adulthood and in middle aged persons. In hyper-endemic areas active disease was most common in pre-
school children with prevalence rates as high as 60%-90%.

India was trachoma endemic country in the late 1950s and 1960s. However evidence over the
next two decades showed a significant reduction in Trachoma prevalence in country. There 1s no recent
evidence on the magnitude of trachoma and related blindness. In the year 2006 programme division had
carried out a survey in 10 districts of erstwhile hyper-endemic states [Punjab, Haryana, Gujarat, Uttar
Pradesh, Uttaranchal & Rajasthan] to confirm the low status of disease condition. However, contrary to
the belief, it was observed that all districts showed active cases with varying proportion. The study
concluded that environmental sanitation was extremely poor in almost all the villages and efforts are still
needed to control active infection in some districts.

This year WHO had mobilized all Trachoma affected countries in the {vorld including India to
discuss related issues and establish roadmap for elimination of Trachoma across the globe. India being the
biggest democratic country was expected to lead the world in this endeavor.

In this context you are requested to kindly give your feedback based on your experience,
discussion with stakeholders including any reporting from districts/blocks, any media news, consensus
amongst eye surgeon in govt./NGO/private sector from your State/UT so as to take a stock of position and
plan for future course of action.

An early action in this regard would be appreciated.
Thanking you,
Y ours sincerely
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/

Pr. A. S. Rathore
ADG [O]

Copy to

1. Dr. Lalit Verma Hon’ble Secretary, AIOS, New Declhi: frém active AIOS Members. With the
request to seek information
‘/2. Dr. Rajesh Noah, Executive Director, Vision 2020, Right to Sight India, New Delhi: With the
request to seek informaticn from partner Organization.

N

[ VISION.2026 INDIA
/LM Received on

| %\q | k2 'lw‘?...




